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children want to add words to a painting or other art, but need help with the writing. 
Again, an extra adult in the classroom is valuable in reducing waiting time. 
 
A SAMPLE LESSON: The Covenant between the Pieces.  1) The one really significant 
new word is brit. Refer to the rainbow story if the children know it. Take your time 
getting this across.  2) This is a very dramatic, even shocking story, and quite mysterious. 
G-d passes between the pieces like a flame. It is as if G-d is signing G-d's name with 
lightning. Despite the animals being cut in half, the children really liked the story.  It took 
part of a second class meeting to finish the story, satisfy all questions and have a clear 
picture of what is happening. 3) Once the children have all the facts in mind, challenge 
them with questions about the scene. What could each creature symbolize? What was 
their importance in Avraham's life, what did/do people get from these animals? (tent, 
clothes, meat, cheese, milk, cord, tools, beds, shofar, other instruments…). What 
bird/animal represents the people that is coming into existence? What animal is 
connected with ritual items we use today? (ram: shofar, wool for tallit, tzitzit) Do you 
think Avraham will remember the covenant? Why?  Possible to open a discussion about 
the power of the natural world. 4) Children make paintings of the birds and animals and 
their gifts to us.  Have plenty of materials on hand so that children can create without 
frustration. 
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